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What	is	the	problem?	
	
•  I	can’t	get	it	all	done!	

•  Too	many	lessons?	Too	
li-le	.me?	The	drive	for	
mastery?	Too	much	
detail?		

•  Are	there	any	solu.ons?	

•  Can	they	work?	



Are	There	Solu.ons?	

•  There	are	some	solu.ons,	many	of	
which	will	work.	They	will	require	
some	changes	in	how	you	do	
business.	

•  You	can	teach	successfully,	offering	
children	the	whole	curriculum.	



Eight	Solu.ons	

1.  Curriculum	plan	

2.  Weekly	lesson	plans	

3.  Designated	Days	
4.  One	lesson	per	group,	per	subject,	per	week.	
5.  The	Great	Period	
6.  Open	Lesson	Policy	
7.  Focus	Groups	in	the	ATernoon	
8.  Guided	Discovery	



Start	with	a	curriculum	plan.	
	

•  What	is	a	curriculum?		
Is	it	an	album?	

•  How	should	it	be	
leveled?	

•  Plan	30-33	lessons/
subject/year/age	
group.	



A	Curriculum	Plan	

A	curriculum	plan	should	contain:	

• A	year	by	year	sequence	

• Ver.cal	ar.cula.on	

• A	complete	scope	

• It	can	be	very	detailed	or	simple.	



The	Elementary	Subject	Areas	

Six	major	subjects	

•  Arithme.c	

•  Biology/Science	
•  Geography	
•  Geometry	

•  History	
•  Language/Literacy	

Supporting subjects 
•  Prac.cal	Life	
•  Art	
•  Music	

•  Physical	Educa.on	



History Plan for Lower Elementary 







Weekly	Lesson	Plans	

•  Cover	the	six	major	subjects	carefully	

•  You	may	alternate	or	mix	Geography	and	History	

•  Create	careful	follow-up	work	for	each	lesson:	two	
choices,	differen.ated.	

•  Keep	lessons	brisk	and	crisp;	Do	NOT	have	children	do	
the	work	at	the	lesson.	



How	OTen	

•  One	morning	curriculum	lesson	per	day	for	
each	age	group.	

•  Cover	all	of	the	six	major	subjects	weekly.		

•  It	is	possible	to	have	as	many	as	seven	lessons	
per	week,	some	weeks	–	but	rarely!	



Designated	Days	

Have	a	designated	day	for	presen.ng	lessons	in	each	subject	area.	

First Year and Early Second Year  



The	Numbers	Game	

Presen>ng	according	to	this	schedule	means:	
•  One	lesson/week	in	a	subject	area	for	each	age	group.	
•  Approximately	30-35	lessons	in	a	subject	area	for	each	age	

group	annually	–	somewhat	fewer	in	cultural	subjects,	
somewhat	more	in	math	and	language.		

•  This	averages	to	about	about	160	lessons	per	age	group.	
•  That	makes	about	480	total	lessons	annually	in	a	full	range	

class.	

This	sounds	daun>ng,	but	is	s>ll	only	one	daily	lesson	per	age	group	on	average.	

	



The	Great	Period	

!  Every	morning	allow	2½	to	3	hours	of	
work	.me.	

!  This	is	not	to	be	interrupted	by	
recess,	group	snack,	class	mee.ngs,	
pull	outs,	etc.	

!  During	this	.me	present	your	three	
lessons,	totaling	NO	MORE	than	1½	
hours	at	the	most.	

!  Implement	an	Open	Lesson	Policy.	



Topics	or	Focus	Groups	

!  Topics	lessons	belong	in	the	aTernoons.	
There	are	two	kinds:	interest	groups	and	task	
forces.	

!  Interest	groups	are	mixed	age	groups	formed	
around	common	interests.	

!  Task	Forces	are	groups	formed	by	the	adult	to	
focus	on	specific	curriculum	needs	or	
remedia.on.		

	



Guided	Discovery		

•  Only	present	key	lessons,	avoiding	details.	
•  Offer	2-5	examples	at	the	most.	

•  Encourage	self	created	problems	

•  Plan	that	children	will	engage	with	issues	that	arise	in	
explora.on.	

•  Avoid	task	cards,	many	problem	cards,	many	
example	cards,	Keep	it	simple	(KISS)	

•  Do	not	focus	on	mastery,	focus	on	technique	or	
process.	



Guided	Discovery:	An	Advantage		

In	My	Album:	Stamp	Game	Division	
	

•  Division	with	a	One	Digit	Divisor	
•  Introducing	the	Remainder	
•  Division	with	a	Two	Digit	Divisor	
•  Division	with	a	Three	Digit	Divisor	
•  Division	with	a	Zero	in	the	Dividend	
•  Division	with	more	than	one	Zero	in	

the	Dividend	
•  Division	with	a	Zero	in	the	Divisor	
•  Division	with	a	Zero	in	the	Units	Place	

of	the	Divisor	
•  Division	with	Two	Zeros	in	the	Divisor	

	

Guided Discovery: Stamp Game 
Division 

 

•  Division with a One Digit Divisor 
•  Division with a Two Digit Divisor 
 

" Lots of practice with self 
created problems. 

" The children discover every 
special case. 



Summary	

•  Curriculum	plan	

•  Weekly	lesson	plans	

•  Designated	Days	
•  One	lesson	per	group,	per	subject,	per	week.	
•  The	Great	Period	
•  Open	Lesson	Policy	
•  Focus	Groups	in	the	ATernoon	
•  Guided	Discovery	
	




